
“Girls like me don’t do 
them things”. How 
class and gender 
intersect to affect 

STEM participation

 



We are not all the same!



Who I am-lets start at the end!



Who I am-lets start at the end!





I was the kid who 
often messed in the 

back of class













• Human rights perspective: all people are equal and 

should have equal opportunities, including to study 

and work in the field of their choice. 

• Scientific perspective: the inclusion of diverse 

women promotes scientific excellence and boosts the 

quality of STEM outcomes, as diverse perspectives 

aggregate creativity, reduce potential biases, and 

promote more robust knowledge and solutions 

• Development perspective: gender and class 

inequalities in STEM education and employment 

perpetuate existing gender inequalities in status and 

income. 

• Motherhood: By educating and empowering working 

class women to participate in STEM we are educating 

her family & the future generation

Why 
should we 
care about 
class?



Different Interventions

needed for

Different Social Identies
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The challenges facing 
working-class women



What can we do better?

Challenge yourself, your 
assumptions, your beliefs

Merit is a myth...successful 

women get help; unsuccessful 

women need help!

Do not wait for the 
application

We know women do not apply, 

we know women doubt- go out 

& find the working-class talent 

and offer them opportunities

Promote & celebrate 
Be brave in your policies, 

promote diverse women, 

celebrate them openly- tell your 

story if you can. 



Final thoughts!




